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The Koch Professor Recordings:  

What Happens in Vegas Doesn’t Stay in Vegas 

 

Today the UnKoch My Campus campaign (UKMC) is releasing exclusive audio recorded during 

the annual meeting of the Association of Private Enterprise Education (APEE) earlier this month 

in Las Vegas, in which professors from programs and schools funded by the Charles Koch 

Foundation share strategies to help their peers spread Koch’s “free market gospel” on their own 

campuses.  

 

Charles Koch, CEO of Koch Industries, has overseen $109 million in grants to over 360 

universities since 2005. Unlike other philanthropists backing higher education, Koch gives to 

schools with the explicit goal of creating intellectual fodder for his network of political interest 

groups, and recruiting and training students to integrate into that network. This decades-long 

campaign to build intellectual capital for his political machine has escalated in recent years: Mr. 

Koch increased university support from just seven schools in 2005 to well over 300 cumulative 

schools in 2015, and his growing network of political donors is now following his lead, sparking 

several multi-million dollar campus contributions in 2014 and 2015. 

 

The Charles Koch Foundation, along with Koch-funded professors, pundits, and political 

organizations, has aggressively defended itself from accusations that academic freedom and 

shared faculty governance are violated by Koch’s financial gifts, and associated conditions. But 

behind closed doors, Koch’s professor network speaks more frankly. 

 

APEE is a networking event for professors and students, mostly hailing from university 

programs financed by the Koch network. Attendees meet each other, network with the Koch 

foundation and its many offshoots, and learn how to take on university administration and 

faculty who are skeptical of Koch’s intentions on campus. It’s a place for professors to get 

Koch’s cash and students to fold into Koch’s “constellation” of political influence groups. 

 

UnKoch My Campus is offering transcripts and audio files of key portions of the APEE 

conference that reflect how Charles Koch and his favored professors leverage a school’s need 

for funding with their desire to impart the “Morality of Capitalism” upon students in Koch-funded 

departments. 
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Below you’ll find a statement on the recordings from UnKoch My Campus’ Connor 

Gibson:  

 

“The Koch professors speak frankly about attempts to dodge transparency requests by their 

students and faculty. Cozy relationships with high-level university administrators are cited. 

Univeristy regime changes and various crises are seen as opportunities for the Koch network to 

establish new operations. Accreditation and privately-funded tenure track professors positions 

are exploited as a leverage point for long-term ideological influence.  

 

“Journalists are mocked. Students are judged as ‘communists’ for their perspectives. 

Humanities, social sciences, gender studies and diversity initiatives are laughed off in favor of 

the free market gospel. 

 

“Listening to the recordings leaves one with a sense of full-blown academic conspiracy, with a 

growing chorus of free market professors touting a ‘marketplace of ideas’ and ‘free and open 

debate.’ In this case, ‘free and open debate’ cost $500 per person, plus expenses. 

 

We hope our findings indicate how much information that the Charles Koch Foundation and its 

many professors have left out of the debate.” 

 

Recordings and transcripts can be found at www.unkochmycampus.org/kochileaks.  

 

For more information or to connect with the campaign to discuss the recordings, please 

contact Connor Gibson at connor.gibson@greenpeace.org or Kalin Jordan at 

kalin@unkochmycampus.org.    

 

### 

 

About the UnKoch My Campus Campaign 

UnKoch My Campus (UKMC) was founded by students and activists who are fighting to 

maintain the university as an institution of high-quality learning. In a nationwide push for 

transparency, students and professors at Koch-funded schools have amassed evidence 

demonstrating Charles Koch’s disregard for freedom in the classroom, an arena he considers to 

be up for sale to the highest bidder. We hope that by making these facts known, we will inspire 

other students to join our growing movement. For more information, please visit 

www.unkochmycampus.org.   
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